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AN ORDINANCE proposing an initiative to amend the
King County Charter to make the offices of King
County executive, King County assessor and King
County council nonpartisan, and to establish the
nonpartisan selection of districting committee
members; amending Section 610 of the King County
Charter, Section 640 of the King County Charter,
Section 650.20 of the King County Charter, Section
650.30.30 of the King County Charter and Section
680.10 of the King County Charter, repealing Section
620 of the King County Charter and submitting the
same to the voters of the county for their approval or
rejection at the next special election to be held in this
county more than one-hundred thirty-five days after
the presentment of petitions to the King County
council.

..Body

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING
COUNTY:

SECTION 1. There shall be submitted to the
qualified voters of King County for their approval and
ratification or rejection, at the next general election to
be held in this county occurring more than forty-five
days after the enactment of this ordinance, an
amendment to the King County Charter by amending
Section 610, Section 640, Section 650.20, Section
650.30.30 and Section 680.10 and repealing Section
620, to read as follows:

Section 610. Election Procedures.

((Exceptasprovided-in-the-Articlert))The
nominating primaries and elections for the offices of
King County executive, King County assessor and
King County council shall be conducted in accordance
with general law governing the election of ((partisar))
nonpartisan county officers.

Section 640. County Executive and Assessor.

The county executive and county assessor shall be
nominated and elected as nonpartisan offices by the
voters of the county. The nomination and election of
the county executive and county assessor shall be
held every four years as a county general election at
the same time as the general election for cities in the
county commencing with the election of 1971 for the
county assessor and with the election of 1973 for the
county executive.

Section 650.20. Nomination and Election.

County councilmembers shall be nominated and
elected as nonpartisan offices by the voters of each
councilmember's respective district. The nomination
and election of ((eeuneilmen)) councilmembers shall
be held every four years as a county general election
at the same time as the general election for cities in
the county commencing in even-numbered districts
with the election of 1971 and in odd-numbered districts
with the election of 1973.

Section 650.30.20. Districting Committee.

During the month of January, 2001, and by January
31((st)) of each tenth year thereafter, a five-member
districting committee shall be appointed. The county
council shall appoint four persons to the committee,
((two-from-each-of-the-two-major-political-parties;)) the
four to appoint the fifth who shall be the chairperson.
The districting committee shall no later than April 1
following their appointment meet and appoint a
districting master who shall be qualified by education,
training and experience to draw a districting plan. If
the districting committee is unable to agree upon the
appointment of a districting master by April 1, the
county council shall appoint a districting master by
May 31((st)) of the year.

Section 680.10. Designation, Appointment and
Election to Fill Vacancy.

Immediately upon commencing their terms of office,
the county executive, assessor and sheriff shall each
designate one or more employees who serve as a
deputy or assistant in such office to serve as an
interim official in the event of a vacancy in the elective
office of the county executive, assessor((;)) or sheriff,
respectively.

Except for a designation made by the metropolitan
county council, a designation of an interim official shall
only be effective if the county executive, assessor and
sheriff, each for his or her elective office, complies with
the following procedure; commits the designation to
writing; identifies the order of precedence if more than
one county officer or employee is designated; signs
the written designation; has the written designation
notarized,; files the written designation with the county
office responsible for records ((and-elections)); and((;))
provides a copy of the written designation to the chair
of the metropolitan county council. The county
executive, assessor and sheriff may, at any time,
amend such designation by complying with the same
procedure established for making the designation.

In the event the county executive, assessor((;)) or
sheriff neglects or fails to make such a designation
within seven calendar days of commencing his or her
term of office, the metropolitan county council may by
ordinance designate one or more employees who
serve as a deputy or assistant in such office to serve
as an interim official in the event of a vacancy in the
elective office of the county executive, assessor(;)) or
sheriff, respectively. A designation made by the
metropolitan county council shall be effective upon
adoption of the ordinance therefor and may be
amended by ordinance; provided that a designation by
the county executive, assessor((;)) or sheriff which
occurs subsequent to the adoption of an ordinance
shall take precedence over the designation by
ordinance.
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The designated county officer or employee shall
immediately upon the occurrence of a vacancy serve
as the interim official and shall exercise all the powers
and duties of the office granted by this charter and
general law until an acting official is appointed as
provided in this section.

The metropolitan county council shall, after being
appraised of a vacancy in the elective office of county
executive, assessor or sheriff, fill the vacancy by the
appointment of an employee who served as a deputy
or assistant in such office at the time vacancy
occurred as an acting official to perform all necessary
duties to continue normal office operations. The
acting official shall serve until the vacancy is filled by

appointment ((pursuantto-Article-l-section-15-of the

elective-offices-or)) pursuant to general law for
nonpartisan county elective offices ((-as-applicable)).

A vacancy in an elective county office shall be
filled at the next primary and general elections which
occur in the county; provided that an election to fill the
vacancy shall not be held if the successor to the
vacated office will be elected at the next general
election as provided in Sections 640 and 645 of this
charter. The term of office of an officer who has been
elected to fill a vacancy shall only be for the unexpired
portion of the term of the officer whose office has
become vacant and shall commence as soon as he or
she is elected and qualified.

A majority of the county council may temporarily fill
a vacancy by appointment until the vacancy has been
filled by election or the successor to the office has
been elected and qualified.

Section 620 repealed. Section 620, "Independent
Candidates," of the King County Charter is hereby
repealed.

SECTION 2. If this ordinance is enacted, the ballot
title for the proposed charter amendment shall be in
substantially the following form, with such additions,
deletions or modifications as may be required by the
prosecuting attorney:

This initiative would place the following proposed
charter amendment on the November 2008 general
election ballot: "Shall the King County Charter be
amended to make the offices of King county
executive, King county assessor and King county
council nonpartisan, and to establish the nonpartisan
selection of districting committee members?" Should
this initiative be adopted?

SECTION 3. A. If this ordinance is approved by a
majority of the voters voting on the issue, it shall
become enacted when the results of the election are
certified.

B. If this ordinance is enacted, the question of
amendment of the King County Charter shall be
submitted to the qualified voters of King County for
their approval and ratification or rejection at the next
general election forty-five days after enactment of this
ordinance.
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RESTORE VOTER CHOICE [N KING COUNTY

Nonpartisan County Government

e Improves voter choice by allowing voters to select from
all candidates, instead of having to pick-a-party

Increases competition in elections by reducing the
barriers to candidacy

Makes government accountable to the people, not
political parties

Strengthens partnerships between King County and
city councils, fire, sewer, hospital, utility, and water
districts, which are all nonpartisan

ONLY KING COUNTY VOTERS MAY SIGN

Initiative petition for submission to the King County Council
To the Clerk of the King County Council, King County, Washington:

We, the undersigned citizens of King County, State of Washington, and legal voters of
the respective precincts set opposite our names, respectfully direct that this petition and
the proposed measure known as Initiative Measure No. 26, and which would appear on
the ballot in the following form:

This initiative would place the following proposed charter amendment
on the November 2008 general election ballot: "Shall the King County
Charter be amended to make the offices of King county executive, King
county assessor and King county council nonpartisan, and to establish
the nonpartisan selection of districting committee members?" Should
this initiative be adopted?

A full, true and correct copy of which is hereby attached, and on file with the Clerk of the
Council and available for public inspection, shall be transmitted to the King County
Council, and we respectfully petition the Council to enact said measure into law; and, if
not enacted within ninety days from the time of presentment, then to be placed on the
ballot at the next regular or special election for approval by the voters of King County;
and each of us for himself says: | have personally signed this petition; | am a legal voter
of King County, State of Washington in the precinct, city or town written after my name
and my residence address is correctly stated.

WARNING: Every person who signs this petition with any other than his or her true name, knowingly signs more than one of these petitions, signs this
petition when he or she is not a legal voter or makes any false statement on this petition may be punished by fine or imprisonment or both.

DO NOT ALTER, CUT, HIGHLIGHT OR EDIT THIS PETITION!

STRAY MARKS WILL INVALIDATE ALL SIGNATURES!

Petitioner’s Signature
Please sign as registered to vote

Print your Name
For positive identification

Precinct
Name or #
(if known)

Address where registered to vote

Street address or rural route and box number City or Town
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Send us your petitions no later than Friday, MARCH 21, 2008!

To obtain more petitions, call Citizens for Independent Government at 1-866-920-5464 (KING) or download a copy online at www.BetterCounty.org

Petitions must be double-sided and on 9 1/2” x 13” paper with a 1 3/4” top margin
Paid for by Citizens for Independent Government - 800 Fifth Ave. #101-351 - Seattle, WA 98104 - (866) 920-5464 (KING)
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